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§ 20.136 Labeling regulations of other 
agencies. 

(a) General. Other Federal agencies 
have promulgated regulations which 
may affect labeling of articles, as de-
scribed in this section. 

(b) Consumer Product Safety Commis-
sion. The Consumer Product Safety 
Commission has promulgated regula-
tions to administer the Federal Haz-
ardous Substances Act. The regula-
tions in 16 CFR Chapter II require 
warning labels for products containing 
certain specified substances. For exam-
ple, S.D.A. Formula Nos. 3–A and 30 re-
quire warning labels because they con-
tain methyl alcohol, a hazardous sub-
stance at levels of 4% or more by 
weight. Manufacturers, reprocessors, 
rebottlers, and repackagers who convey 
articles containing strong chemicals 
should refer to 16 CFR Chapter II for 
warning label requirements. 

(c) Federal Trade Commission. The 
Federal Trade Commission (F.T.C.) has 
promulgated regulations to administer 
the Fair Packaging and Labeling Act. 
The regulations in 16 CFR Chapter I af-
fect packaging and labeling of ‘‘con-
sumer commodities.’’ The term ‘‘con-
sumer commodities’’ generally means 
products intended for retail sale to an 
individual for personal or household 
use. The F.T.C. regulations do not 
apply to drugs, medical devices, or cos-
metics for which the Food and Drug 
Administration enforces the Fair Pack-
aging and Labeling Act (see paragraph 
(d) of this section). Manufacturers, re-
processors, rebottlers, and repackagers 
who convey articles which are ‘‘con-
sumer commodities’’ should refer to 16 
CFR Chapter I for packaging and label-
ing requirements. 

(d) Food and Drug Administration, De-
partment of Health and Human Services. 
The Food and Drug Administration has 
promulgated regualtions in 21 CFR 
Chapter I to administer the Fair Pack-
aging and Labeling Act (as it applies to 
drugs, medical devices, or cosmetics) 
and the Federal Food, Drug and Cos-
metic Act. Manufacturers, reproc-
essors, rebottlers, and repackagers who 
convey articles which are drugs, med-
ical devices, or cosmetics should refer 
to 21 CFR Chapter I for packaging and 
labeling requirements.

§ 20.137 Penalties. 

Violation of the requirements pre-
scribed in § 20.132 is punishable by a 
fine of not more than $10,000 and/or im-
prisonment for not more than 5 years 
for each offense. In addition, persons 
who manufacture (including reprocess), 
sell, or transport articles in violation 
of this part are liable for payment of a 
tax on the articles at the rate imposed 
by law on distilled spirits. 

(Sec. 201, Pub. L. 85–859, 72 Stat. 1314, as 
amended, 1402 (26 U.S.C. 5001, 5607))

Subpart H—Sale and Use of 
Completely Denatured Alcohol

§ 20.141 General. 

(a) Each formula of completely dena-
tured alcohol may be sold and used for 
any purpose, subject to the limitations 
in the formula prescribed in part 21 of 
this chapter. For example, C.D.A. For-
mula No. 18 or 19 may be used: 

(1) In the manufacture of definite 
chemical substances where the alcohol 
is changed into some other chemical 
substance and does not appear in the 
finished product; 

(2) In the arts and industries, includ-
ing but not limited to the manufacture 
of cleaning fluids, detergents, propri-
etary antifreeze solutions, thinners, 
lacquers, and brake fluids; and 

(3) For fuel, light, and power. 
(b) Completely denatured alcohol 

may not be used in the manufacture of 
preparations or products for internal 
human use or consumption where any 
of the alcohol or the denaturants used 
in that alcohol remain in the finished 
product. 

(c) Persons distributing and using 
(but not recovering for reuse) com-
pletely denatured alcohol are not re-
quired to obtain a permit or file a bond 
under this part. 

(d) Any person recovering completely 
denatured alcohol for reuse shall ob-
tain a permit under subpart D of this 
part if the recovered alcohol does not 
contain all of the original denaturants 
of the completely denatured alcohol. 

VerDate jul<14>2003 03:57 May 05, 2004 Jkt 203102 PO 00000 Frm 00460 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\203102T.XXX 203102T



461

Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau, Treasury § 20.147

(e) Containers of products manufac-
tured with completely denatured alco-
hol (such as proprietary antifreeze so-
lutions, solvents, thinners, and lac-
quers) may not be branded as com-
pletely denatured alcohol. These prod-
ucts may not be advertised, shipped, 
sold, or offered for sale as completely 
denatured alcohol.

§ 20.142 Records of bulk conveyances. 
If completely denatured alcohol is to 

be shipped in a bulk conveyance, the 
shipment shall be accompanied by a 
record which identifies each car, truck, 
or compartment, the name and loca-
tion (city or town and State) of both 
the consignor and consignee, the quan-
tity in gallons, and the formula num-
ber of the completely denatured alco-
hol. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 1512–0337)

§ 20.143 Receipt. 
Unless completely denatured alcohol 

received in bulk conveyances or by 
pipeline is to be used immediately, it 
shall be deposited in storage tanks, 
stored in the tank cars or tank trucks 
in which received, or drawn into pack-
ages which shall be marked or labeled 
as required by this subpart.

§ 20.144 Packages of completely dena-
tured alcohol. 

Packages containing more than 5 gal-
lons of completely denatured alcohol 
shall be of metal or other equally suit-
able material approved by the appro-
priate ATF officer. The openings of 
these packages shall be sealed with ap-
propriate seals furnished by the person 
filling the packages.

§ 20.145 Encased containers. 
Completely denatured alcohol may 

be packaged by distributors in 
unlabeled containers which are com-
pletely encased in wood, fiberboard, or 
similar material so that the surface 
(including the opening) of the actual 
container is not exposed. When com-
pletely denatured spirits are packaged 
in unlabeled containers, the distributor 
shall apply the required marks or label 
to an exposed surface of the case. The 
case shall be so constructed that the 
portion containing the marks will be 

securely attached to the encased con-
tainer until all of the contents have 
been removed. A statement reading 
‘‘Do Not Remove Inner Container Until 
Emptied,’’ or words of similar meaning, 
shall be placed on the portion of the 
case bearing the marks.

§ 20.146 Labels on bulk containers. 

(a) Completely denatured alcohol in 
bulk containers with a capacity ex-
ceeding 1 gallon shall be labeled on the 
head or side of the container or on the 
side of the casing, with the following: 

(1) The name and address of the per-
son filling the containers; 

(2) The contents in gallons: 
(3) The words ‘‘Completely Denatured 

Alcohol’’; and 
(4) The formula number. 
(b) Packages of 5 gallons or less shall 

bear labels required by § 20.147, in lieu 
of the labels required by this section. 

(c) The letters and figures used for 
marking packages shall be large 
enough to be easily read and, when 
printed, labeled, or stenciled, shall be 
in permanent ink and shall contrast 
distinctly with the background to 
which applied. 

(d) Packages may also be marked 
with the brand name and a statement 
to the type of merchandise contained 
in the package if these markings do 
not obscure or detract from the re-
quired markings. The person filling the 
packages shall maintain the record re-
quired by § 20.261.

§ 20.147 Labels on consumer-size con-
tainers. 

(a) Each consumer-size container 
with a capacity of 5 gallons or less of 
completely denatured alcohol sold or 
offered for sale by a distributor shall 
bear a label showing, in plain, legible 
letters, the following: 

(1) The words ‘‘Completely Denatured 
Alcohol’’; 

(2) The statement ‘‘Caution—con-
tains poisonous ingredients’’; and 

(3) The name and address of the dis-
tributor filling the packages, unless 
shown elsewhere on the package. 

(b) No other information (except that 
required by State or Federal law) may 
be shown on the label without the ap-
propriate ATF officer’s approval. The 
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